Learning at the Crossroads
Educational Offerings of the Central Crossroads Conference, Upstate NY Synod, ELCA

All workshops are held on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, 435 S. Main St., N. Syracuse, NY 13212 Tel.(315) 458-1481

Visit the Learning at the Crossroads web site at:
http://LeamingattheCrossroads.googlepages.com

# 1. Saturday, Sep. 27, 2008, 9:30 am — 2:30 pm ($20, breakfast and lunch included)

“Church, State and Lutherans: Whence the *Wall of Separation?’ " led by Tom Henry, historian.

For all interested people, including pastors, deacons, deacon candidates, teachers, adult education planners, and those

commitled o advocacy and social action.
In 1789, the US became the first modern nation to divorce itself from a state religion; or did it? We will spend the day
examining the history and culture of Jefferson's "Wall of Separation" between church and state and the famed
"Slippery Slope" the Supreme Court often talks about, but sometimes appears not to mind sledding down. As
Lutherans, we have a theology about this, but where do we really stand? We will look at the history of the concept, its
development over time and issues both past and present iri our interesting,-strange-and sometimes humorous-efforts to
be both a sacred and secular political entity. We will also pay attention to where we as Lutherans fit into both the
history and debate about church-state relations.

#2. Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008, 9:30 am — 2:30 pm (320, breakfast and lunch included)

“Something More than the Weather. PART II: Practicing Meaningful Visits,”

led by Pr. Brian McCaffrey, Chaplain, Lutheran Care Ministries; assisted by others.

For pastors, deacons, deacon candidates, parish visitors, and all other interested people,
This workshop builds on an earlier one with advanced presentations and by engaging participants in role-playing with
group discussion. We'll focus on practicing the art of Visiting the Young, the Old, and Those in the Middle; Visiting
the Sick, the Dying, and the Caregiver; Visiting the Homebound and Care Facility Bound,; Visiting the
Developmentally, Emotionally, and Cognitively Challenged; Praying with People and the Art of Listening. Participants
need not have taken last season's workshop.

#3. Saturday, Nov. 15, 2008, 9:30 am — 2:30 pm ($20, breakfast and lunch included)
“The Gospel of Mark,” led by Pr. Jim Bresnahan.

For all interested people, including pastors, deacons, deacon candidates, church school teachers, Bible study leaders.
Every three years we hear the Gospel of Mark read aloud in church piece-meal. In this workshop, we’ll seck to grasp
the grand sweep of this Gospel and the tumultuous and conflict-laden circumstances in which it arose. We'll ask about
the relevance of this challenging Gospel for us today and discuss further resources for study. Participants are asked to
read the entire Gospel of Mark beforehand (quickly is finel) in two sittings (from Mark 1:1 to Mark 8:30, and from
Mark 8:31 to Mark 16:8). Bring to the workshop any notes you take about things startling or confusing.
Recommended reading: Mark's Story of Jesus, by Wemer H. Kelber.

#4. Saturday, Jan. 24, 2009, 9:30 am — 2:30 pm ($20, breakfast and lunch included)

“Litargy & Church Year as the Church’s Way of Appropriating and Interpreting Scripture,”

led by Pr. Jim Bresnahan.

For all interested people, including pastors, deacons, deacon candidates, and worship and music committee members.

This workshop fulfills the requirement for deacon candidates to envoll in a program on both hermeneutics and worship.
Drawing on Gordon Lathrop’s book Holy Things, we’ll explore how the text and actions of the liturgy not only are
drawn from Scripture but also create a framework for our appropriating Scripture, particularly in the way liturgical
elements rub up against each other and fall within a pattern common to the New Testament Gospels. We’ll probe also
how the three-year lectionary cycle of four related seasonal readings shapes how we grasp and appropriate the Word of
God in varied contexts and challenging ways. Bring your Sunday worship bulletin to the workshop.
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